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Lo Yoviet Zere border Ccoptrol amoncies anc agenties of the Yow‘ et Occu, ation 
fot ori ty chargec vith eentrol of the sagthorn terder af Jauringia differentiate 
thelr treaunesh @& ,recessinc ane: interro;ating . borcer crosrers 
devercing uren vhethor the latter ire triveling illegally or are loyal inter- 
acnel travelers and labor ~assrort © olders, 


2. ‘hen crossing the torder at the authorized border creasing stabicnsy ; erscns 
treveliac on legal interzonrl passcorts are processed by Vol’sr:lizei 
of icials wc are stationed at the Soviet Zone herder control ctetions and 
handle trevelers under su: ervision of Soviet silitary perse nel. They check 
passports, identity cards ad, if necessary, resicence permits; they 
invariatly work in teams of three 9 98@ checeiug the identificati.n papers 
anc one the borrare while the tbird examines the identificaticn papers in 
Gatail to detect fcrseries. They pe-e the wanted=nersens rerpister of the 
Soviet Zone of Germany availible for ready reference. Paggrort '-oldere «hose 
identification jperers ard ha racn are Found to he in order, are usually 
permitted to proceed withewt undue ceolay. : 


3. Volkscolized merters engaged ins ch checks at the border check maint: 
wore not chsemved.to-weer special iniicnia of an’ kind on their uni forng, 
The only tock ofse-vad to have been urczd was the vwantederersens raricter of 
the “ovizt Zone of Cermany which tb; thir tice has bace:e very corrrehoncive, 
in as ruch as it also included neres of rearsenas wanted on political charces, 


ho The “oviot soldiers statienad at the borer chaci: hrve rerely been observed 
te concern therselves «ith the cleerine of travel wees Only very rar-ly do 
Volescolizet rom ers interrrosete intergonal trevelers, They rive the 

iveresgion that the questions . hich they do ask, are asad enly to satisfy 

boair ovn crriosity rather than fer toa rurvore of fulfilling an offieial 


fancticr. 


5. Icterreraticns are handled by SOD personnel assis; ned to the individual border 
checkc 20° nos. Theaa SSD renters usually rank as Ceputy com; My coreandors, 
am never do they hold-a rasrs lower tbhan that of :ollseireicter. The. ere authorized 
to sive orsers exin. to higher ranking Volkspcligei meri ers-.wel as SO, aNY 
cocranders. Vheir principal husiness is interrogation and colitical 
survelllance of travelers, 
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Murine peviois of heavy treffic they lMrequently detain Lens-siistane? Lrev lers 
for detailed subsequont interrocationss; an even rors peaua yruetics is to 
sebedule interrogations ef incividual travelers for meriods of Licht traffic. 


Qwestic: s sort frequently asked during interrofations include t*e folloving: 


a. «oro U5 troors stationed at vcur plece of residence? In what bargeacks? 
Ih whed ctrencth? 


bo with what iynes of tanks are they equipped and in what nurhers? 
eo ‘hal are the meerical treor ur t desionatiens? 


ad. id any new US troos arrive Lately? 


* 


e. ‘here are Westen forces being concentrsted in the Ceste-n ecen-s of Cernrany? 


f. Chet is tha atbituce of the sorniaticn tevard tee rorilita.igation of 
Leeton €rmany? 


fle ohot ir tre mood of the ceruletion? 
h. ow many unervloyed live in vour place of resicence? 
de chat Le toe mocd of the unen:Loyed? 


arrvelers Cron industrial areas of aoe eene a are interrorated concerning the 
precuction cf individual factorios; of certicular taterest oreo machine asd motor 
velicle@ frctorios. The clesing quertion iecuenbie a is: “Do you «now uny | arsons 

pho are unsymcatocetic tesacd the “ovi t Son Cerman #erocrztic ®epnublic (UDR) 

or who are working azai.cst it?n 


Gerranespeak’ ne Soviet military cersonnel wearing civilian clothes or Yoviet 
officars in unifors accomanied bs inte preters ancorr afl irregular intervals 
at tre check points in tee Sovint done rf Ger many a They are believed to ic 
nembers of the vG8., In a nmieber of incsbaness “tL wee dese ved that intergonal 
travelers, carticularly those frem dee: in the -cestern Zones ais deta’ ned by 
Vee SSD until such time ae to Soviet recresentatives arrived. those detained 
cere not inter orated ty the 85) der’or the verfiod of detention. the questions 
asked ty toa viet representatives tore elril:r te those asked Gy the OD 
except that nor-ally thy Ceranca’ era cotsils. 


at Boo check vctnts at Sonsete ge (" SL/J hO) and Frobstzella (1 SL/d 5?) it 
was Chearved that the Soviet vercnrnel invaric ly eame Mrov Saalfelc ic S1fs 
53) or uainar. ooviet interraratorr chse:vead at the cfeeck cotmt cf ae 
ay arantly co-e from Flaven (f 5S1/k 12). °CD interre: asters sere acl obrerved 
to refn. tc a beok or itet of any ird. 
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Of an ereentially Ciffersct nelira sre te cersores @ ss loyed by -ovi.t eene border 
control arencies with respect io iilercel berc-r CEOS GRGS inclecige cersons vho, 


for sore reason cr other, cressed tea gzoual border i]ic lly, even thourh they 
1 


xepe holders of fivtecachw], pascsorts, Taecistely coler being aprrabondad on tse 
norcor hy Volksnolisel norsonnel ar ceviet retrols they are token to toe 
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appropriate VolkspelizeL border sector headqu.rters vhere they are 

norrally incarcerated for 2h hours. On the following day they are taken individually 
to tee SSD official at tre border seetor headquarters and interrogated. The 
interroraticn apparently is intended to Se; re: ace hatnless border crossers 

with a reasonable degree of prom.tness. lleleased without further questioning 

are persens vho live near the border or who had merely visited rergons 

residing near the wrd=r in the ««stern Zones , 


Persons traveling from preater dista:c-s or vtio have Visited points of 
particular interest in Western Germany are Cetained and su>jected individually 
to the second interrogation. It is k om that in some cases persons were 
interrorated fror five to ten tires daily over a period of eight da;s. 
Questions asked are similar to those asked by the SSD at the check points. 
Police organizations in Uestern cerrany names of officers or superiors and 
installations also have * eon reints of interest in these interrogations, 


Members of the Sg:det IS also perticinpate in thesa interrogations, by 
interporating border crossers at the border segter heacquartors, having 

them taken to their offices or conducting interroratienms in the orisons themselves. 
It was observed that at tines lists of names are placed tefore the persons 
interroreted and the latter are questioned as to whether they recognized 

incividual nares of parsons fror various places. On the cther hand no book 

or diary of any kind was used in these interrorations, 


Lalor passport holders from the Sovict Zone of Germany have Prequently been 
Getai-ed by the SSD at the check point because of trifling offenses detected 
in barrare inspecticns such as carrying provisions. Such persons vor? talcen 

to the border sector headquarters by the Vol'sreligei. At the border sector 
headquartors they were inte-ropated concerning conditions in the border area, 
US troop units and sirilor matters. In a nurber of cases la! or passport holders 
were also taken to the MGB for interrogation. The questions ask-d tere were 
Similar to those asked by the SSD rersomnel. 
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